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Free screenings at Renz Center 

for National Problem Gambling Awareness Week

Elgin, IL  February 8, 2006
Renz Addiction Counseling Center invites interested individuals to take advantage of free screenings for problem and compulsive gambling on Thursday, March 9th.  Frank Gotthard, a certified problem gambling treatment specialist, will be available from 4-8 pm to conduct the screenings as part of National Problem Gambling Awareness Week, March 5-11th.   The awareness week is a collaborative effort sponsored by the National Council on Problem Gambling, the Association of Problem Gambling Service Administrators, and local organizations, like Renz Addiction Counseling Center, nationwide.  The campaign aims to increase public awareness of the availability and benefits of problem gambling treatment.  “In order to make a positive impact in the community, we need to be sure that the individuals and families that are in need of our services are able to access them,” said Jerry Skogmo, Executive Director of Renz Center.  
National compulsive and problem gambling week also brings attention to the specialized skills that counselors, like those at Renz Center, possess.  In fact, Renz Center is one of only 12 agencies in the state of Illinois that employs counselors with specific training and certification in problem and compulsive gambling treatment.   In addition to the screenings, complimentary materials highlighting warning signs are available at all of the agency’s locations in Elgin, St. Charles and Streamwood. 
Renz Addiction Counseling Center’s gambling program is funded in part by the Illinois Department of Human Services Division of Alcohol & Substance Abuse and the city of Elgin. For more information, call 847-742-3545 or visit www.renzcenter.com
