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December is Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Month
Renz Addiction Counseling Center would like to remind everyone about the importance of responsible driving during the holidays.  According to the secretary of Illinois website, in 2003, nationwide, more than 17,000 people were killed and more than 375,000 were injured as a result of alcohol related crashes.  We often celebrate by over indulging in the traditional food and beverages of the season.  Company parties, family gatherings, and other holiday celebrations provide an opportunity for socialization and goodwill.  However, impaired drivers can be lethal no matter what time of year it is. 
Consider the experience of one of a young man, we’ll call him David, who came to Renz Center for treatment. One moment he was enjoying a night out with a friend from his high school days – the next moment was tragedy. On the way home, he entered the freeway going the wrong way and caused a head-on collision.   David woke up handcuffed to his hospital bed and quickly learned he had killed his friend and two people in the other car.  He was charged with a felony and ordered to seek substance abuse counseling.  His life and the lives of those affected were dramatically altered.  These events cannot be changed, but we can learn from David’s tragic mistake.  The truth is when someone has been drinking, their judgment is impaired---including the judgment of whether they are able to drive responsibly.  Renz Addiction Counseling Center encourages everyone to help save others from a tragic holiday – drink responsibly and designate a sober driver.   

Renz Addiction Counseling Center is a non-profit funded in part by The Federal Government, local United Ways, The IL Dept of Human Services Bureau of Substance Abuse & Prevention, Illinois Dept of Public Health, Geneva, Hanover Township, St. Charles and Schaumburg 708 boards and other local community organizations.  Renz Center is dedicated to providing a variety of services for the prevention and treatment of alcohol & substance abuse and compulsive gambling for more than 4200 people, of all ages, each year.   To learn more about our many services, call 847-742-3545 or visit us online at www.renzcenter.com. 
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